SEARCH FOR A RULER
announcement, Ibn Sa'ud again ^vrote, on June 2i?t, to the
High Commissioner stating his willingness to accept the
decision of the British Government, but askintar that hl> oi\ n
position be determined and safeguarded. Some time afterwards
he replied in friendly terms to a message from Faisal.1
A further question arose at the Conference as to whether an
'Iraqi Congress or Assembly should propose Faisal as King. It
was pointed out by a member of the special Committee that
a concrete proposal must be placed before the Assembly if it
were convened or the results of its deliberations would not be
satisfactory. Mr. Churchill stated that he knew of no precedent
for allowing a Constituent Assembly to choose its own ruler.
It was eventually agreed that convocation of the Assembly
before the installation of Faisal in "Iraq was undesirable but
that the High Commissioner should use his discretion according
to the situation existing at the time. It was also agreed, in
order that 'Iraq should appear to choose its own ruler, that a
line of procedure should be followed which would give the
'Iraqis the opportunity of demanding Amir Faisal. The
following schedule was provisionally proposed:
April 1 8th — The High Commissioner would arrive in
Baghdad.
April 1 8th to sist — Announcement by the Secretary of
State for Colonial Affairs that H.M. Government approved
of Amir Faisal as a candidate for the throne of 'Iraq. This
would be accompanied by a proclamation of a general
amnesty issued by the High Commissioner.
April ssrd — Amir Faisal would send telegrams to Nun
Pasha as-Sa'id, to Talib Pasha and to the Naqlb of Baghdad
1 Letter, Ibn Sa'ud to Amir Faisal, July zgih,
After compliments, etc., 'We thank God for your safety and beg that you will
be always safe. May you prosper.
'There is no doubt that you are fit to be the foremost in good action as is
proved by the capacity you have shown in solving difficulties and maintaining
mutual support for the upkeep of the glory of the Arabs You may be sure that
your brother has no thought nor aspiration other than this.*
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